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On June 25, the Bolivian Workers Central (COB) announced labor union members would launch
a 24-hour national strike June 30 to protest new social security legislation decreed by President
Victor Paz Estenssoro. According to the COB, the legislation is destined to privatize the social
security system at the expense of salaried workers, pensioners, and their families. It envisages,
among other things, reduced employer contributions. The labor confederation claimed that
administration's social security policy was yet another manifestation of the "neo-liberal system"
imposed by President Estenssoro since he took office two years ago. In a statement to the press
June 26, Information Minister Herman Antelo said the COB strike was an "anarchist movement,"
which intentionally seeks to remain ignorant of the government's social security policy. According
to Antelo, the COB is above all irresponsible, since the government had invited labor union leaders
to discuss the effects of the new social security legislation. The COB responded by saying that the
authorities intended to engage in dialogue with labor groups only after implementing the new
legislation. (Basic data from Agence France Presse, 06/25/87; 06/26/87)
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